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PREFACE 


Having been for some time engaged in preparing the 
Institutes of Menu for publication in the Sanscrit lan¬ 
guage, it appeared to me, that as Sir William Jones’s 
translation bad been long out of print, a new edition 
would not only be acceptable to the publiek at large, 
but more especially to those engaged in the study of 
the Sanscrit language, as the great difficulty of the 
original text made some help of the kind indispensable. 
In consequence the version of the learned translator 
has been carefully revised and compared; and as va- 
ritrtions, though of trifling importance, have been dis¬ 
covered, they have been caiefuUy recorded at the end 
of the work. The discrepancies in question may have 
arisen from some variety in the readings of the ma¬ 
nuscripts consulted by Sir William Jones. It appeared, 
however, advisable to take some notice of those which 
seemed of most importance to the Sanscrit student. 
The learned translator intended, as he has stated in 
his Prefece, to mark by ItaUck letters all that he 
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h:i,l i#,.rT!Ir-»jn (. ummenrators on Menu, and to 
’..“j'l;! tiu/ tcs* »'-f tii* autijnr in litfinan letters; an ar- 
thaf was inteiideil tn afford the reader a 

j rvi i-it idea of the i.inginal work. It wiil easily be under- 
by aoca^tomed to fiie preparation of works 

tor tie prt*-s. that a rule like thi^ -would he occasionally 
And indeed it has sometimes, though rarely, 
«io<'UiTed, that passaaes lias’e been printed in Italick 
tfoit 4joii!il have been put in Roman letters. Every 
a»le»tio!i has ♦herefcire been paid to fulfil the transla¬ 
tor’s intentions, and the reader maybe certain that this 
siingularly Interesting record of antiquity is now sub¬ 
mitted to hnn with an exactness and fidelity not attained 
la the foniier editions. Bat it is fair to state, that the 
first and twelfth books are those which are least literal: 
this k more particulariy the ease with the latter. The 
,■ -iliarity of the doctrines contained In these books 
wil aceoaiit for the fact, and at the wune time expMn 
tit dificiilty the learned translator laboured under In 
wnttfing lAtm so novel in their nature to the Eng&h 
retidcr. ' When, however, the probable antiquity of the 
origi'nal woA, and the oecaabnal' obscurity of some of 
art «»t:ide»d, it nra^' be conceded, that the 
hEMttlaior haa Iweeii -gei^rally* happy in Ms intarprita- 
tlon. The fTtat celebrity' wWch has attended the work 

since 
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•iinct* its appf.iraiu't* 'm L’^uLiijf. nhu^e 

that it** rC'p-:.hli«-ar!«-»:. will nsec-! thi' ii|.prf)fjnt!<»ji ^.f thovi^, 
who. tiioiidi uiai.-riuiiiatf'ji wi*!i literati;r».*. Uike 

aa ifiterest in whalewr hi'.ron' nf tLi- hnnrm 

mind, ami the proin't*!'* vf !;:vili/ari«i!a, tfs whidt Larfs- 
pean nations are uisdci' so iiiaiiv 

G. C. HAtGHTON, 

£a-l funis C'Ukge, Hnf, 

Clh Jan. ISi.O. 
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